
 

 
Staff Summary Report    
 
Hearing Officer Hearing Date:  June 5, 2007     Agenda Item Number:    ____3__    
 
 SUBJECT:  This is a public hearing for a request by the ENVIRONMENTAL RECYCLING (PL070116) located at 

1803 East Rio Salado Parkway for one (1) use permit. 
  

  DOCUMENT NAME: 20070605dssd01     PLANNNED DEVELOPMENT (0406) 
   

   SUPPORTING DOCS: Yes 
 
 COMMENTS: Hold a public hearing for a request by ENVIRONMENTAL RECYCLING (PL070116) (Nate 

Sorkin/Environmental Recycling, applicant; Mark Kadrie, property owner) located at 1803 East 
Rio Salado Parkway  #107 in the GID, General Industrial District for: 

 
 ZUP07056   Use permit to allow for a recycling business. 
  

   PREPARED BY:  Shawn Daffara, Planner II (480-858-2284) 
 
 REVIEWED BY:  Steve Abrahamson, Planning and Zoning Coordinator (480-350-8359) 
 
 FINAL REVIEW BY: Lisa Collins, Planning Director (480-350-8989) 
 
 LEGAL REVIEW BY: N/A 
 
 FISCAL NOTE: N/A 
 
 RECOMMENDATION: Staff – Approval subject to Conditions (1 – 11) 
   
 ADDITIONAL INFO: Environmental Recycling is requesting approval of a use permit to allow a recycling collection 

center located at 1803 East Rio Salado Parkway in the GID, General Industrial District.  The 
proposed business will occupy 2,208 s.f. at the rear (south end) of the property. Staff is 
recommending approval of the request with conditions.  To date, staff has received a signed 
petition from the applicant with 245 names supporting the request as well as (2) two e-mails of 
opposition to this request. 
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ATTACHMENTS: 1 List of Attachments 
2. Comments 
3. Reason(s) for Approval; Conditions of Approval;  
4. History & Facts/Description; Zoning & Development Code Reference 

 
A. Location Map(s) 
B. Aerial Photo 
C. Letter of Intent 
D. Site Plan 
E. Petition of Support 
F. Letters of Opposition 
G. Staff Photographs 
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COMMENTS:   
 
Environmental Recycling is currently operating at 1803 East Rio Salado Parkway in the GID, General Industrial District.  They 
were given a notice to comply by our Commercial Code Compliance Division on January 26, 2007; requiring them to obtain a 
use permit to legally conduct this business at the site.  The applicant is requesting approval of a use permit to allow a recycling 
collection center. The proposed business will occupy approximately 2,208 s.f. at the rear of the property under a large metal 
canopy at the rear of the industrial property. 
 
The site is located east of McClintock Drive and is on the north side of Rio Salado Parkway. Across Rio Salado Parkway is 
Tempe Marketplace, (RRC) Regional Commercial Center. To the south and east of the site are industrial properties (GID), 
General Industrial District.   
 
The recycling center specializes in metals such as aluminum, copper, brass and steel. The materials are collected, sorted and 
placed into one of four storage containers for 3-5 business days until the containers are picked up and replaced with an empty 
container. Most of the customers reside in Tempe and the operation services between 50-100 customers per day. 
 
Staff requires the business to relocate all equipment, storage, containers further to the east, to satisfy Zoning and 
Development Code screening requirements. Moving the operations east, the building acts to screen the outdoor storage 
associated with this business.  The portable toilets, illegal signs, and illegal light fixtures shall be removed through conditions of 
approval to the use permit. 
 
The proposed hours of operation are Monday through Friday from 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM., Saturday from 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM, 
and closed on Sunday. The business has (4) four full-time employees.  
  
The applicant has provided a signed petition with 245 names supporting the use permit.  To date, staff has also received (2) 
two e-mails of opposition to this request. 
 
Use Permit 
 
The Zoning and Development Code requires a Recycling Center to obtain a use permit in the GID, General Industrial District.  This use 
permit request meets all applicable tests in the following manner: 

 
Evaluating the use permit, the proposal appears to pass the use permit test listed below: 
 
a. Any significant increase in vehicular or pedestrian traffic in adjacent areas; 

 There will be no significant increase in vehicular or pedestrian traffic in adjacent areas.   
b. Nuisance arising from the emission of odor, dust, gas, noise, vibration, smoke, heat, or glare at a level 

exceeding that of ambient conditions;  
 This is a recycling center use; there should be minimal nuisances (noise) within this industrially zoned 

area.  
c. Contribution to the deterioration of the neighborhood or to the downgrading of property values which is in 

conflict with the goals, objectives or policies for rehabilitation, redevelopment or conservation as set forth in 
the City’s adopted plans, or General Plan;  
 The proposed development would not contribute to neighborhood deterioration or downgrade property 

values.  This use permit request is consistent with the General Plan 2030’s Land Use Element.  The 
requested use permit will not be detrimental to the surrounding industrial zoned areas. Compatibility with 
existing surrounding structures and uses;  

 The proposed use appears to be compatible with surrounding uses.  
 
Conclusion 
  
Staff recommends approval of the use permit. 
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REASON(S) FOR  
APPROVAL: 1.     Traffic generated by this use should not be excessive. 
  
 2.     There will be no apparent damage or nuisance arising from noise, smoke, odor, dust, vibration or 

illumination. 
 
 3.     The use appears to be compatible with the building, site and adjacent properties. 
 

 
SHOULD THE HEARING OFFICER ELECT TO TAKE AFFIRMATIVE ACTION ON THE REQUEST, THE 
FOLLOWING CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL SHOULD APPLY. 

 
  
CONDITION(S) 
OF APPROVAL: 1.    All permits and clearances required by the Building Safety Division shall be obtained prior to the use 

permit becoming effective. 
 

2. The use permit is not transferable.  Should the business be sold, the new owners must reprocess for a 
new use permit. 

 
3. The use permit is for (metal recycling only). 

 
4. The business operation shall be relocated towards the east, to allow the existing building to screen the 

equipment, materials, and storage containers.  All equipment, materials, and storage containers need to 
be screened. 

 
5. The use permit is valid for 24 months from the hearing date, the applicant shall return to the Hearing 

Officer for a review of the use permit before June 5, 2009. 
 

6. The use permit is valid for the plans and business operation as submitted to and approved by the 
Hearing Officer/Board of Adjustment. 

 
7. Any expansion or intensification of use shall require a new use permit to be approved. 

 
8. If there are any complaints arising from the uses herein permitted that are verified by a consensus of the 

complaining party and the City Attorneys office, the use permit may be returned to the Board of 
Adjustment, and another public hearing set to re-evaluate the use permit.  

 
9. All signs must have a required sign permit; or they will need to be removed from the site. 

 
10. The portable toilets on the property shall be removed immediately. 

 
11. The applicant shall meet with City of Tempe Police Department; Crime Prevention unit for a security 

plan. Please contact Derek Pittam at (480) 858-6341 by June 12, 2007. 
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HISTORY & FACTS: 
 
October 13. 1975  A-75-10.5: Use Permit approved for automobile repair 
 
May 10, 1976 A-76-5.14: Use Permit approved (change of ownership) for automobile repair 
 
November 23, 1976 No Case #:  Use Permit approved for auto/furniture upholstery shop 
 
October 15, 1996 BA960254:  Use Permit approved for automobile sales 
 
January 26, 2007 CM070134: Commercial Complaint for recycling business operating without use permit 
 
 
 
DESCRIPTION:  Owner – Mark Kadrie 
 Applicant – Nate Sorkin/Environmental Recycling 
  Existing zoning – GID, General Industrial District 
  Total Site Area – 31,318 s.f. / .71acres 
  Total Building Area – 9,000 s.f. 
  Recycling Collection Area – 2,208 s.f. 
  Total Parking Required – 26 spaces 
  Total Parking Provided – 26 spaces 
 
   
ZONING AND 
DEVELOPMENT 

CODE REFERENCE: Part 3, Chapter 3, Section 3-302 
 Permitted Uses in Office/Industrial Districts – Table 3-302A –Recycling Collection Center in GID, 

General Industrial District requires a use permit;  
  
  
 Part 6, Chapter 3, Section 6-308  
 Use Permit. 
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Daffara, Shawn 

From: Howard Gad [hgad@heritagewest.com] 

Sent: Friday, May 25, 2007 3:35 PM 

To: Daffara, Shawn 

Subject: Use Permit ZUP07056 

Dear Mr. Daffara, 

I am the Trustee for the owner of 1826 and 1830 East Third Street in Tempe which is across the alley and one lot 
east of the proposed recycling center. I am adamantly opposed to locating a recycling center in this location 
because of the vagrants and undesirables this type of facility attracts. Vandalism and other property crimes tend 
to increase near these recycling centers and that is bad for business. The City of Tempe has put forth significant 
effort and money in upgrading this area with development of the new Tempe Marketplace and other 
improvements along Rio Salado. There are new industrial buildings going in and others planned near by which 
will continue to enhance and upgrade this area. Why would the City want to approve a use that tends to pull 
down and discourage investment in that same area? I hope the City Council sees that approval of this type of use 
is not in the best interest of the City or neighboring properties. Thank you for the opportunity to respond to this 
proposal. 

F1
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Daffara, Shawn " " 1- $: j Q i-, 1". .-2 *u.h 

- ~ 

From: Mike Wallis [mwallis@GVADAUIV1.com] 07 /%'I' 29 PI4 2: 2 1 
Sent: Tuesday, May 29,2007 2:12 PM  YE/,.:^^..^-. ;,:.&; :, .c, i : j . ~ ~ ~ - r  
To: Daffara, Shawn SERVjCES ijEFifi,RTflEMT 
Subject: FW: Use Permit ZLIP07056 @ 1803 E. Rio Salado Pkwy #I 07 Tempe 

Mike Wallis 
Vice President 
(602) 957-7300 
(602) 376-2515 Cell 
(602) 266-50:L 1 Fax 
1702 E. Highland Avenue 
Suite 120 
Phoenix, AZ 85016 

From: Mike Wallis 
Sent: Tuesday, May 29, 2007 2:09 PM 
To: 'shawn-' 
Subject: Use Permit ZUP07056 @ 1803 E. Rio Salado Pkwy #I07 Tempe 

Dear Shawn, Ibly name is Mike Wallis. I own the office/warehouse building located at 1850 through 1860 E. Third 
St. in Tempe. I would like to express my objection to having a Recycling Facility in this area of Tempe. My 
property has been vandalized many times for the sole purpose of obtaining recyclable materials. 
(copper,brass,aluminum). Typically the thieves are limited bicycle or foot travel and the existence of a ready 
source to sell there "loot" is certainly not a discouraging factor to their illegal activities. I would hope that the City 
would do all it can to help improve the area given the New Mall and other projects in the pipeline. Unfortunately a 
retail recycling business only encourages those who would vandalize and steal to do so if it is convienent,and 
approval would certainly make it that. Sincerely Mike Wallis 602 376 2545 

Mike Wallis 
Vice President 
(602) 957-7300 
(602) 376-2545 Cell 
(602) 266-5011 Fax 
1702 E. Highland Avenue 
Suite 120 
Phoenix, AZ 85016 
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VIEW TO THE SOUTH FROM RIO SALADO PKWY
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DROP OFF AREA; VIEW TO SOUTHEAST
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RECYCLING CENTER; VIEW TO SOUTH
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RECYCLING CENTER; VIEW TO EAST
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RECYCLING DROP OFF AREA; VIEW TO EAST
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